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Moon Phases 

The Sun’s light moves over the Moon’s face from right to left. As it does, the Moon looks very different. 

 

New Moon: the Moon is between the Earth and 
the Sun, and only the far side of the Moon is lit. So 
to us, the Moon appears dark. 

 

Waxing crescent Moon: A sliver of light appears on 
the right 

 

First quarter Moon: the Moon is half lit, with the 
light on the right side. It’s called “quarter Moon” 
and not “half Moon” because it’a one fourth of the 
way along in its orbit around the earth. 
 

 

Waxing Gibbous: The Moon is more than half lit, 
with most of the light on the right side 
 

 

Full Moon: The Moon is fully lit 
 

 

Waning Gibbous: The Moon is more than half lit, 
with most of the light on the left side 
 

 

Third Quarter: the Moon is half lit, with the light 
on the left side 
 

 

Waning crescent Moon: A sliver of light appears on 
the left 
 

 

 

Names of the Full Moons: 

January: Wolf Moon 

February: Snow Moon 

March: Worm Moon 

April: Pink Moon 

May: Flower Moon 

June:  Strawberry Moon 

July: Buck Moon 

August: Sturgeon Moon 

September: Harvest Moon 

October: Hunter’s Moon 

November: Beaver Moon  

December: Cold Moon 


