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NOTE TO THE AMERICAN EDI!ION. 8

This is not the place to enter into any contzoversy
respecting the homage which has always been and
forever will be offered by God’s Church to his most
faithful, and therefore best beloved children, the
saints. Such works as this are, from their very nature,
designed for those whom St. Paul reminds us “are
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens
with the saints and the domestics of God,” often are

_ they written with as little regard for the unbelief or
indifference of the age, as though such a being asa
heretio or a bad Catholic were hardly to be found on
earth.

Thrice happy will we be, if we hava the sense, the
grace, not only to accept but to read and meditate
on them in the same spirit in which they have been
composed. They lead us at once to the shores of a
new world—forever closed indeed to those overwise
or carnal-minded Christians who pretend to sit in
judgment on the “saints and servants of God,”—but
a world daily opening with all its blessings to the
poor in spirit and pure of heart; to the meek and
merciful, to those who thirst after justice, and mourn
for the continual humiliations of the Church, the
blindness of her euemies, the sing f their brethren,
and, above all, for their own sins. Manya moment
of sweet communion with now glorified beings who,
while on earth, were of the same household of the
faith, is here in store for the Catholic who, in the
right tone of mind, will approach this spiritual world
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only one of that innumerable host of witnesses whe,
whether living on earth or reigning in heaven, testify
to the truth, the holiness, the divinity of that faith
we profess. )
Every day we repeat—‘“I believe in the Holy Ghost,
the Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints ;"
but which of us can realize the infinite treasures of
"joy, hope, encouragement; the manifold motives for
trust in God and his glorified servants under every
trial ; the boundless means of salvation which the Holy
Spirit has provided for usin this communion of saints
in the Catholic Chureh. Have we not cause to fear
that myriads among us live and die without forming
to themselves even a faint idea of the beauty and
excellence of our religion? The love of the world,
and of the things that are in the world, leave us no
time to lift our thoughts to where the saints are
reigning with God in bliss—Our brothers! our sisters!
they, who in this world knelt before the same altars
with us, heard the same mass, received the same
sacraments, worshipped the same immaculate Virgin
Mother, said the same beads in her honour, and that
of her beloved son, practiced the same devotions, and
io every land under heaven, repeated as we all do
this day, «“I believe in the Holy Catholic Church.”
O! that we all may believe; for believing we must
rejoice with joy unspeakable; we will adore in spirit
and in truth, and thus dispose ourselves to receiva
the erd of our faith, even the salvation of our souls
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while on earth, were of the same household of the
faith, is here in store for the Catholic who, in the
right tone of mind, will approach this spiritual world



6 NOTE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION.

into which the ¢ Lives of the Saints” introduce us;
and none, perhaps, more impressively than this truly
mysterious ¢ Life of the American Virgin, St. Rose.”
. We will nat proceed far before we understand more
clearly than ever, why it is that our Redeemer so
often calls his Church, even in the present state of
sorrow and trial, the ¢ Kingdom of Heaven.”

‘We cannot close this note without expressing, in
behalf of many who will thank us for it, our gratitude
to the illustrious converts in England who have placed
such treasures of learning and piety within our
reach; and here, especially, to that servant of the
Church whose name, ¢ beloved of God and men,”
stands on the title page of this work. Before it
pleased our heavenly Father to bring them among
us, how many such treasures, now in our hands,
were as pearls in the depths of the sea, unknown,
unthought of, by the English and American Ca-
tholies.

With the exception of a few unavoidable changes
in the following Preface prefixed to the English
volume, which contained the Lives of two other ser-
vants of God, viz, the Blessed Colomba of Rieti, and
‘8t. Juliana Falconieri, the prescnt isa faithful reprint

of the English editi ‘n.
E.J. 8.



PREFACE.

Tae LiFe oF S. RosE is translated from the
French of Father Jean Baptist Feuillet, a Dominizan
friar, and Missionary Apostolic in the Antilles; the
copy which has been followed is the third edition,
published at Paris in 1671, the year of her canoniza-
tion by Clement X.

Catholic readers, who may not have been in the
habit of reading the Lives of the Saints, and especially
the authentic Process of the Congregation of Sacred
Rites, may be a little startled with the LirE oF S.
Rose. The visible intermingling of the natural
and supernatural worlds, which seems to increase as
the saints approach through the grace of God to
their first innocence, may even offend where persons
have been in the habit of paring and bating down
the “unearthly’” in order to evade objections and
lighten the load of the controversialist, rather than
of meditating with awe and thankfulness and deep
self-abasement on the wonders of God in His saints,
or of really sounding the depths of Christian philo-
sophy, and mastering the principles and general laws
which are discernable even in the supernatural regions
of hagiology. The habit of always thinking first
how any tenet, or practice, or fact, is most conve-
niently presentable to an adversary, may soon, and
almost imperceptibly lead to profaneness,(l_;y; iatro-
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ducing the spirit of rationalism into matters of faith ;
and to judge from the works of our greatest Catholio
divines, it would appear that the deeper theologian a
man is the less does he give way to this studious
desire of making difficulties easy at any cost short
of denying what is positively de fide. They seem to
bandle truth religiously just in the way that God is
pleased to give it us, rather than'to see what they
can make of it themselves by shaping it for contro-
versy, and so by dint of skilful manipulation squeeze
it through a difficulty. The question is, not ¢ What
will men say of this? How will this sound in con-
troversy? 'Will not this be objected to by heretics?”
but, “Is this true? Is this kind of thing approved
by the Church? Then what good can I get out of it
for my own soul? QOught not my views to be deeper
than they are?” The judiciousness of publishing
in BEngland what are actually classical works of piety
in Catholic countries is a further question, which the
result alone will decide, and that possibly at no very
distant date. All that need be said here is, that it
has not been done in haste, in blindness, or in heed-
lessness, but after grave counsel and with high sanc-
tion.

If, then, any one unaccustomed to the literature
of Catholic ~ountries, and with their ears uncon-
aciously untuned by the daily dissonance of the errors
and unbelief around them, should be startled by this
volume, let him pause before he pronounces judg-
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men:. Persons, who have unfortunately more call
to defend their religion than time to study it, fancy
they gain a sort of mock strength, or at least pleasantly
and triumphantly surprige an adversary, when they
throw overboard to his mercy, 8s sailors throw meat
to a shark, anything wonderful, as though it were
necessarily superstitions. But in this way a man
may make wild work of solemn things without know-
ingit, and whets rather than stays the appetite of his
opponent, who presently follows him up again with
a new, and, indeed, in his case, an unanswerable
charge of inconsistency. A Catholic, do what he
will, cannot weed his religion of the supernatural;
and to discriminate between the supernatural and the
" superstitious is a long work and a hard one, a work
of study and of reverent meditation. O how hard
it is, if men do not keel to meditate, to hear a thing
denied all around them every day, and yet maintain
a joyous and unshaken faith therein !

In this volume we bave the life of a holy woman
of South America in the seventeenth century, taken
from the authentic processes ; and when the series gets
on, and the reader finds men and women of different
centuries and vastly different characters, of the hills of

- Apulia and Calabria, from the plains of Lombardy and
the stony forests of Umbria; from Spauish convents
and French seminaries; from the dark streets of a
Flemish tewn, the margin of a Dutch canal, or the ilex
woods of Portugal from the cit*:s of Germanv and
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Hungary, or the mines and riversides of South
America ; popes and simple nuns, bishops and common
beggars, the learned cardinal and the Capuchin lay-
brother, the aged missionary,and the boyin the Jesuit
noviciate, the Roman princess, and the poor bed-rid-
den Estatica, before the Reformation and after it—all
presenting us with the same picture, the same super-
natural actors, the same familiarity with good and evil
gpirits, the same daily colloquial intercourse with the
unseen world, the same apparently grotesque anecdotes
of miraculous control over nature—and the Lives nar-
rating all this translated from four or five different
languages, and composed by grave theologians and doc-

tors—the erudite Augustinian, the judicious Domini-

can, the good Franciscan full of simplicity and unction,
the fluent Oratorian so eminent in devotional biogra-
phy, the sound, calm, discriminating Jesuit, who, above
all others, has learned how to exercise the constant
caution of criticism without injuring his spiritual-
mindedness—when all this is before him, crowned
with the solemn and infalliable decrees of canoniza-
tion and beatification, it may seem to him then a serious
question whether he himself is not out of harmony
with the mind of the Church, whether his faith is not
too feeble, and his distrust of God’s worders too over-
weening and too bold; whether, in short, for the good
of his own soul he may not have the principle of
rationalism to unlearn, and the temper of faith,
sound, reasonable, masculine, yet childlike faith, to

S o —
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broaden, to heighten, and to deepen in himself by
the very contemplation of what may now be in some
degree a scandal to him—namely, Quam mirabilis est
Deus in sanctis suis.

In order to furnish to the reader the theological
view of this important question, the more important
now from the envenomed determination with which
the enemy of souls has recently directed his assaults
against Catholic hagiology, that portion of Benedict
XIVth’s grand work on the Canonization of Saints,
which treats of heroic virtue and what constitutes its
heroicity, raptures, visions, miracles, and the tests
the Church employs in the investigation of them, as
well as the principles by which her decisions are
guided in the discernment of spirits and all that is
mystical and preternatural, has been translated from
the Latin, and is published in the Series uniform
with it.* The theological reputation of this great
modern pope renders it unnecessary to say anything
of the value of a work which is as indispensable to
confessors and spiritual directors, as it is important
for those who wish to obtain anything like a clear
inmight into Christian philosophy and its connection
with theology.

There is something very consoling in observing
now the great spirit of unbelief has of late years con-
oentrated his energies against the Catholic saints aua

& Vols. 12mo; Londor. Richardson & Sow.
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their wonderful biographies. It is as though amid
the darkness of his clouded intelligence that fallen
Ruler had shrewdly divined the road which the Holy
Spirit had gone in the guidance of the Church. The
revived seriousness and activity which he saw all
around him, the growing glory and lustre of Holy
Church, the wonderful and almost unusual outpour-
ing of miraculous powers, the solemn exhibitions of
the mysterious and the preternatural in the valleys
of the Tyrol and of Tuscany, as well as elsewhere,
together with the honest abandonment of the old
fortresses of historical falsehood, which fall to the
ground, temple and tower, almost daily ; and the re-
paration which the erudition of heretic scholars is
continnally making to the honour and purity of the
Church, even in what are called her dark ages, might
seem to have bred in him a grave suspicion that con-
troversy was outworn, and its day over; and that
charges, which one writer took on tradition from
another, and reiterated till he came to believe them
himself, had ceased, which was after all the great
point, to command the belief of others. He saw thet
the earnestness which men began to feel about their
souls would make it necessary for him to change his
point of attack and his method of operations: he
direoted his fury therefore against the virtues and
marvels of the Catholic saints. When a blind instinct,
feening for the truth in the dark, outside the com-
munion of the one Old Yold, sought a refuge iu the
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biographies of the Saxon and Norman wortaies,
who were once the glory of our poor couatry, that
moment, although uncongenial doctrine and imita. .
tion of Catholic usage had managed to obtain just an
adequate amount of querulous toleration, a very torrent
of profane fury and infidel reviling waspoured out
upon hagiology ; it was like an eruption ; protestantism,
stung and lacerated by the burning load atcempted
to be put upon it, writhed with fierce and vehement
contortions, and flung forth its fire aud lava, like En-
celadus hopelessly disquieted beneath his incumbent
Etna. Since then, still unrelieved from his pro-
phetic fear, the Enemy of souls has directed the
brilliant but shallow and ungodly eloquence of irre-
ligious roviews against the canonized servants of God,
although neither sparkling sarcasm, nor wordy antithe-
sis, nor patronising impertinence avail to hide the fool-
ishness, the want of depth, and the absence of all grasp
of philosophieal principles or sound historical learning
which these poor effusions show ; neither is it at all im-
probable that volumes of the present Series may evoke
from the same baffled spirit a more bitter invective
still. But what then? Is it not a consolation for
us in our work, to see how the Evil One dreads it by
his furious warfare, and points out and magnifies its
importance by his very rage against it? Ncw, as
before, the foolishness of the cross, the simplicity of
the faith, the calm trustful dignity of the Church,
and the untremulous voicg of her infallible decree
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will prevuil : the noisy profaneness will spread know-
ledge without imparing faith ; and the lowly obscure
disciples of our Blessed Lord will not be robbed of
their consolation through an idle and a craven fear
of provoking a pointless taunt.

We must not, therefore, necessarily conclude that
scandal is being given if a clamour is raised, or if
the real latent infidelity of the clamour be clothed in
the pomp of sober words or frightened piety. Piety
is aever frightened but where faith is weak; and
although it would be wicked indeed to run so much
as a risk of offending out of a mere spirit of wanton
enterprise, it would be worse still to impair our
heritage of truth, to withhold now what the Evil
One himself is showing us is indeed now, and to keep
profaneness quiet at the expense of His honour who
worketh wonders, and the honour of those to whom
we look, not only as the instruments whereby He
works His wonders, but also as our advocates with His
bounty and His pity, living and acting around His
Throne to-day. O in how many may not weak faith
be strengthened, and by how many may not danger-
ousand unsound principlesbe abandoned, and from how
many minds may not stray sympathies, with heresy,
be weeded out! and how many hearts may there not
be moved to higher things, to loftier aims, to more
heavenly vocations, by this cxhibition of the saints
of God! How many are there who by these very
lives have heen already won from their tearful
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wanderings to their Shepherd’s fold ! and Law r.any
more may not (od have predestined yet to come the
samq sweet rodd under the same gentle compulsion !
And while the spirits of unbelief are being strangled
by the power and the simplicity of these holy ones
of God in hearts and consciences here and there,
surely if we have faith in our exorcisms, we shall not
be alarmed if they glare and cry and menace fear-
fully, remembering that when the King of saints
bade the dark spirit go forth from the harmless boy,
he went forth ¢“crying out and greatly tearing him,
and he became as one dead ;”’ .and it is written that
at the very sight of Jesus, ¢ when he had seen Him,
immediately the spirit troubled him, and being
thrown upon the ground, he rolled about foaming.”
There is not a word of this which is not instructive
allegory to those who see it spiritually verified
around them now : the presence of Jesus a trouble,
then a pain, but a loving and merciful exorcism at

the last.
F. W. FaBEg.
8t Wilfrid's,
Feast of vur Lady of Redemption, 1347,
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THE LIFE

(13

SAINT ROSE OF LIMA.

CHAPTER I

HER COUNTXY, HER BIRTH, HER INCLINATIONS, AND
THE VOW OF VIRGINITY WHICH SHE MADE AT
THE AGE OF FIVE YEARS.

Ovur blessed Rose, the first spiritual flower
which Divire Providence planted and cultivated
in the richest part of the New World, was born
on the 20th day of April, in the year 1586, at
Lima, the capital of Peru, in South America.
Her father was Gasper Florez, and her mother
Mary Oliva, both more considerable by their
birth than by their fortune. This virtuous wo-
‘man, who had been several times in danger of
losing her life by the excessive pains she had
endured in her other coufinements, was pre-
served from them at the birth of our Saint, who
came into the world differently from other chil-
dren, wrappe 1 up in a double cuticle, like a rose,

(21)
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‘whose bud is surrounded by leaves as soon as it
begms to appear.

The lady Isabel of Herrera, her mother’s sis-
ter, being chosen as her godmother, gave her
the name of Isabel in baptism ; but three months
after, as she slept in her cradle, her mother and
several other persons, who did not all belong to
the family, having perceived on her countenance
a beautiful rose, called her from that time by
no other name than Rose, on account of this
prodigy.

Her godmother, thinking herself slighted by
this change of name, was offended at it, and
lived at variance with her sister, till Divine Pro- .
vidence, who watched over the interests of our
Saint, put an end to this unhappy dispute by
inspiring his Lordship, the archbishop of Lima,
to give her the name of Rose in confirmation.

Rose, when older, had some scruple about it
on learning that it was not the name she had re-
ceived in baptism. She thought it was an effect
of the complaisance or of the vanity of her pa-
rents, who wished to make her beauty more at-
tractive by this agreeable name. Disturbed by
- this conduct, which she thought unworthy of the
spirit of a Christian, she went to the church of

)
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the Friar Preachers. Having entered the Chapel
of the Rosary, she cast herself at the feet of the
* Blessed Virgin, to make known to her her un-
easiness. Our Blessed Lady immediately con-
soled her, assuring her that the name of Rose
was pleasing to her Son Jesus Christ, and that,
as a mark of her affection, she would also honour
her with her own name, and that henceforward
she should be called Rose of S. Mary. So that
we may say that of allthe saints whose names
Almighty God has changed by an extraordinary
favour, our blessed Rose is the first and perhaps
the only one whose surname has been also
changed by heaven.

Her infancy had a lively resemblance to that
of the seraphic saint, Catherine of Sienna. Never
was she troublesome by teazing cries ; and never
was she seen to shed tears, excepting once, when
her nurse had carried her to a neighbouring
house, where this sweet child wept, as if to show
her sorrow in being drawn from solitude, the
sweetness of which she began to feel in the house
of her father. The holy Fathers teach us, that
the just man cannot do or suffer any thing vir-
tuously without the help of grace, but that Al.
mighty God works by his grace many wonders
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in his saints without them: which is shown in
the blessed Rose, who, when only three months
old, gave proof of an heroic patience ; for, some
one having thoughtlessly pinched her thumb by
shutting a chest hastily, she concealed the pain
it gave her: her mother having hastened to her
at the first news of the accident, she hid the
finger, and did not let it appear that she had
been hurt. The injury grew worse afterwards
from her silence, and violent remedies were ne-
cessary, which caused her to lose a part of the
nail. The surgeon employed pincers to extract
by the roots that part which still remained in
the flesh, and was greatly surprised to remark
that, during this painful operation, she did not
shed a tear, utter a scream, or even change
countenance. It was not on this occasion alone
that she gave proof of her patience; she prac-
tised it equally whenever she had any thing to
suffer. She endured with an inconceivable con
stancy, the pain inflicted by cutting off, with scis-
sors, part of her ear which had become corrupted.
At the age of four years she was troubled with
a sort of disorder in the head; and her mother,
who loved her tenderly, wishing to dress it
herself, used a certain powder so corrosive and
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burnirg, that it caused her to shudder fr ym head
to foot; still she never complained, though this
remedy caused a number of ulcers in her head,
which gave her excessive pain. As coral hardens
in the waves, which are the emblem of affliction,
8o we might say, that the patience of our Saint
increased with the greatness of her sufferings ;
for, during six weeks, the surgeon who attended
her cut off every day a portion of flesh, that a
new skin might grow in its place, and she suf-
fered this torture with an invincible patiénce.

Almighty God, who designed her to be a livihg
image of His crucified life, did not leave her long
without suffering; and he permitted that two
years after she should be afflicted with a polypus
in her nose, which grew so large that they had
recourse to the surgeon to remove it, which he
did in three different operations, during which
she evinced a super-human patience, suffering
this pain with a joy that seemed miraculous, and
much resembled that which many martyrs have
shown in the dreadful torments inflicted upon
them by their executioners.

This early apprenticeship in the school of Cal-
vary, where she learned from Jesus Christ cru-
cified, to suffer all sorts of pains and afflictions,

3
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dispcsed our young Rose to offer t¢ God, from
her infancy, the agreeable odour of the ardent
charity with which her heart was inflamed.

She received most happily the first rays of
Divine grace, and her little brother contributed
to this; for playing near her one day, he threw
accidentally, a quantity of mud on her hair. Be-
ing naturally neat, she was vexed at his care-
lessness, and was on the point of going away,
when he said to her with a gravity beyond his
years, “ My dear sister, do not be angry at this
accident; for the curled ringlets of girls are
hellish cords which bind the hearts of men, and
miserably draw them into eternal flames.” Rose
received these words, which he uttered with the
zeal of a preacher, as an oracle from heaven:
she entered into herself, and renouncing for ever
the vanities of the world, she gave herself en-
tirely to God, and conceived an extreme horror
for sin. From that time she felt herself power-
fully drawn to prayer; and she applied herself
to it so assiduously, that she was not content
with giving to it part of the day and the greatest
part of the night; we may even say, that sleep
was no interruption to her prayer: for her ima-
ginatior. represented to her during her repose
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the absorbmg idea she had formed to hersel® of
her Divine Spouse in the fervour of her prayers,
and of her converse with Him during the day.
In this sacred intercourse she received a lively
inspiration from Almighty God to follow in the .
footsteps of S. Catherine of Sienna, by a perfect
imitation of the virtues of this seraphic lover of
God: and because virginity, joined to baptismal
ianocence, and to the flower of youth, is a dou-
ble lily, which sheds its splendor on the spouses
of Jesus Christ, so Rose, moved by the Spirit
of God, consecrated to Him irrevocably and by
vow, at the age of five years, her virginal purity,
by the promise she gave Him never to have any
other Spouse but Him alone. Thus we may say
of St. Rose, what S. Ambrose said of S. Agnes,
that her piety and virtue were above her years,
and beyond the strength of nature.

As soon as she had made this vow, she cut off
her hair, unknown to her mother, in order to
manifest to the Spouse she had chosen, that by
thus disfiguring herself she intended rather to
disgust than to please men; and that she abso-
lutely renounced the world, thh which she never
wished to have any intercourse. From the tes-
timony of her eonfessors, she began to have the
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use of reason when this heavenly ardour filled
her soul; and this generous action was so pleas-
ing to Almighty God, that he showered down
upon her His choicest benedictions, and enriched
her with so many graces, that she preserved her
baptismal innocence till her death.

CHAPTER IL

HER OBEDIENCE, THE RESPECT SHE HAD FOR HER
PARENTS, AND THE ASSISTANCE SHE RENDERED
THEM.

To obey the parents from whom we have re-
ceived our life, is only the effect of an ordinary
degree of virtue; and there would have been
nothing remarkable in the obedience of the
blessed Rose, if she had contented herself with
simply fulfilling this duty: but she infinitely
increased its merit by perfectly complying with
that which she owed to her parents, without fail-
ing to accomplish what God Almighty required
of her. She managed so well, that she executed
whatever her father and mother commanded her,
without omitting the least part of her duty to-
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warde God. Her mother, like mar.y otners who
love their children more for the world than for
heaven, often begged her to take care of her
beauty, and even desired her to use cosmetics
and paint to preserve its freshness; but Rose,
who knew this to be contrary to modesty and
simplicity, which are the only ornaments of
Christian beauty, entreated her so earnestly not
to oblige her to do this, and not to imitate those
‘mothers who sacrifice the salvation of their chil-
dren to their own ambition, that she, by degrees,
induced her to think differently ; thus making
the law of the spirit victorious over that of. the
flesh, and causing the secret aversion with which
her Divine Spouse inspired her for this worldly
custom, to triumph over the unjust command
she had received to conform to it.

Another time her mother made her wear a
garland of flowers on her head. Not thinking
herself strong enough to effect a change in this
command, she obeyed; but she sanctified her
submission by the painful mortification with
which she accompanied it: for God having
brought to her mind the remembrance of the
cruel thorns which had composed his crown in
His Passion, she took the garland, and fixed it

3%



80 ST. ROSE OF LIMA.

on her ncad with a large needle, which she
plunged so deeply into her head that it could
not be drawn out without the help of a surgeon,
who had much difficulty in doing it. Thus she
contrived to elude, without resisting, the orders
of her mother when they were openly opposed
to the counsels of perfection ; and she punished
herself severely when she obeyed her in any
thing that partook of the vanity of the world.
This fidelity was most pleasing to her Divine
Spouse, and she perceived by a remarkable cir-
cumstance, that she could not in the least de-
part from it without offending him.

One day having put on a pair of scented
gloves in order to oblige her mother, she had
no sooner begun to wear them than her hands
became cold and benumbed, and soon after she
felt in them so violent a heat, that notwith-
standing the love of our Saint for sufferings, she
was obliged to take off the gloves which caused
thig torture ; and God, to show the blessed Rose
that the little breath of vanity which had in-
duced her, under the specious pretext of obe-
dience, to wear these gloves, had inflamed the
zeal of her Divine Spouse, showed her the same
gleves in the vight, surrounded by flames. From
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tuat time she never obeyed her mother in any-
thing that was agreeable to the world or to na-
ture, without joining some act of mortification to
her obedience. Her mother having absolutely
commanded her to remove the pieces of wood
which she had secretly put into her pillow, she did
80; but she put in their place so great a quantity
of wool, and stuffed it in such a manner, that her
pillow might have been taken for a log of wood
covered with linen, from its hardness.

The stratagem which she practised in order
to avoid appearing at assemblies, or accompany-
ing her mother-in the visits she paid to her
friends and relations, was not less surprising;

* for she rubbed her eyelids with pimento, which
is a very sharp burning sort of Indian pepper:
by this means she escaped going into company,
for it made her eyes red as fire, and so painful,
that she could not bear the light. Her mother
having found out this artifice, reprimanded her
for it, and mentioned the example of Ferdinand
Perez, who had lost his sight by a similar act of
indiscretion ; Rose answered modestly, “It would
be much better for me, my dear mother, to be
blind all the rest of my life, than to be obliged
to see the vanities and follies of the world.” Af-
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ter this answer, her mother, seeing clearly that it
was a repugnance for these visits, and for the
dress she was compelled to wear on these occa-
sions, which causel her to inflict this pain on
herself, no longer urged her to accompany her,
and allowed her to dress as she liked, in a poor
stuff dress, which she wore with great satisfac-
tion; for she sought nothing but contempt and
abjection. TIn all indifferent things S. Rose
obeyed willingly, and never received a command
from her mother which she did not cheerfully
fulfil. Her mother wishing one day to try her
obedience, ordered her to embroider some flowers
in the wrong way, Rose obeyed blindly, and
spoiled her work, and her mother, feigning to be
angry, reproved her for it. This truly obedient
daughter answered, that she had perceived that
her work was good for nothing, but had not dared
to disobey the order given her; that it was of no
consequence to her in what manner she traced
8 flower, but that she could not fail in obedience
to her mother’s orders. For this reason she
never began her work without asking her mo-
ther’s leave, and told one of her friends, whe
seeméd astonished at it, that she did it expressly
to join to her work the merit of obedience.
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Her obedience did not concern her mother
only, to whom she was so submissive that she
never drank without her permission, and dared
not begin her work without her express order:
it extended even to the servant of the house,
whom she respected as her mistress, and whom
she obeyed always joyfully, particularly when
she was cross and ill-tempered. Her mother,
who was of a bilious temperament and often an-
gry, sometimes forbade her to drink; and as she
did not know that her virtuous daughter never
would drink without her permission, Rose was
often known to pass six days without drinking,.
Her parents having taken her to Canta, a very
unhealthy part of the country, she was seized
with a contraction of the nerves in her hands
and feet; and as this arose from cold, her mother
made her wear skins, the hair of which was very
irritating, and desired her not to take them off.
Rose bore with them for several days without
mentioning the insupportable heat they caused,
that she might not be wanting in obedience ; but
her hands and feet became so inflamed in con-
sequence, that numbers of little blisters were
formed in them, which afterwards became very
painful ulcevs.
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Obedience generally terminates with ,ife, but
the blessed Rose manifested it even when in
her tomb The mother prioress of the Con-
vent of Nuns of S. Dominic at Lima, com-
manded the picture of Rose, in virtue of the
obedience which every one in the house owed to
her, to enable them to find a silver spoon which
a servant belonging to the monastery had lost,
that they might avoid any rash judgment of in-
nocent persons; and as if our Saint had ani-
mated the colours of her picture with that spirit
of obedience which had made her so submissive
to God, and to His creatures for His love, the
prioress perceived, immediately, on the table the
lost spoon; and we might say, that the picture
placed it there, to represent the perfect obe-
dience of the original. Who could express her
exact obedience to her parents during her whole
life, her respect and the tender love she bore
them? At the times when she was suffering most
from weakness, she generally spent more than
half the night in working to help them in their
necessities; and though she devoted twelve
hours every day to mental prayer, she did more

~work than another, who had less to do, would
have done in four lays; and her work had so



ST. ROSE OF LIMA. 35

much beauty and delicacy, that it seemed to
surpass art and nature.

She was a perfect mistress of needlework,
either in designing flowers, or executing them
in embreidery or in tapestry; and what is sur-
prising is, that though her mind was often ele-
vated to God, and absorbed in the contemplation
of His perfections while she was working, yet
her hand guided her work as perfectly as if her
mind was solely intent upon it. '

Besides her needlework she cultivated a lit-
tle garden, in which she grew violets and other
flowers, which she sold to help her parents in
their necessities; and as all her industry was in-
sufficient to save them from poverty, she con-
fessed, ingenuously, to a great servant of God,
that Jesus Christ, her Divine Spouse, supplied
the deficiency by secret and wonderful means.
She tended them in sickness with incredible as-
siduity ; she was always at their bedside; she
passed days and nights there, and only left them
to perform for them elsewhere some other ser-
vice. She made their bed, prepared their medi-
cine, and was ready by day and by night to per-
form for them the vilest and most difficult ser-
vices.
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I must not conclude this chapter without
speaking of the ineffable joy she procured for
her mother, wko would otherwise have been
overwhelmed with grief in seeing her depart out

of this life. This blessed Saint, when on her

death-bed, foreseeing the anguish her mother
would feel at her death, .earnestly begged her
Divine Spouse to console her in this affliction ;
and He did so by bestowing upon her so great a
plenitude of joy, that she juridically deposed
that she felt an extraordinary joy when this death
took place, which would otherwise have drawn
from her abundance of tears and sighs. She
further testified, that this favour not only ren-
dered her insensible to this great loss, but took
possession of her mind so powerfully, that for
several days she could scarcely bear its violence,
and that Almighty God had shown her, by this
experience, the happiness which her holy daugh-
ter enjoyed in heaven, and the torrent of delights
which He poured out upon her soul in that happy
abode.
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CHAPTER Il

8. ROSE TAKES THE HABIT OF THE THIRD ORDER OP
8 DOMINIC, IN IMITATION OF S. CATHERINE OF
SIENNA, WHOM SHE HAD TAKEN FOR HER MODEL.

IF any one should attempt to compare the
lives of S. Catherine of Sienna and of S. Rose,
he would find so great a resemblance between
these two lovers of the Son of God, that he would
have some difficulty in discovering whether this
sweet flower sprang forth in the Indies, or
whether it was transplanted from Italy into
Peru; for in S. Rose all the characteristics of
S. Catherine of Sienna were to be seen ; the same
manner of living, the same inclinations, the same
favours from God, and so great a similarity in
figure and countenance, that one might easily
have been taken for the other.

S. Rose having cut off her hair after making
her vow of virginity, seemed thereby to have de-
prived any one who might see