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Septuagesima Sunday: Genesis 1-3 
 
In the beginning, when God created the universe, the earth was formless and desolate. The raging ocean 
that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness, and the Spirit of God was moving over the 
water. 
 
Then God commanded, “Let there be light”—and light appeared. God was pleased with what he saw. 
Then He separated the light from the darkness, and He named the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.” 
Evening passed and morning came—that was the first day. 
 
Then God commanded, “Let there be a dome to divide the water and to keep it in two separate 
places”—and it was done. So God made a dome, and it separated the water under it from the water 
above it. He named the dome “Sky.” Evening passed and morning came—that was the second day. 
 
Then God commanded, “Let the water below the sky come together in one place, so that the land will 
appear”—and it was done. He named the land “Earth,” and the water which had come together He 
named “Sea.” And God was pleased with what He saw. Then He commanded, “Let the earth produce all 
kinds of plants, those that bear grain and those that bear fruit”—and it was done. So the earth produced 
all kinds of plants, and God was pleased with what He saw. Evening passed and morning came—that 
was the third day. 
 
Then God commanded, “Let lights appear in the sky to separate day from night and to show the time 
when days, years, and religious festivals begin; they will shine in the sky to give light to the earth”—and 
it was done. So God made the two larger lights, the sun to rule over the day and the moon to rule over 
the night; He also made the stars. He placed the lights in the sky to shine on the earth, to rule over the 
day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God was pleased with what He saw. Evening 
passed and morning came—that was the fourth day. 
 
Then God commanded, “Let the water be filled with many kinds of living beings, and let the air be filled 
with birds.” So God created the great sea monsters, all kinds of creatures that live in the water, and all 
kinds of birds. And God was pleased with what He saw. He blessed them all and told the creatures that 
live in the water to reproduce and to fill the sea, and he told the birds to increase in number. Evening 
passed and morning came—that was the fifth day. 
 
Then God commanded, “Let the earth produce all kinds of animal life: domestic and wild, large and 
small”— and it was done. So God made them all, and He was pleased with what He saw. Then God said, 
“And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us. They will have power over 
the fish, the birds, and all animals, domestic and wild, large and small.” So God created human beings, 
making them to be like Himself. He created them male and female, blessed them, and said, “Have many 
children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am 
putting you in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild animals. I have provided all kinds of grain and 
all kinds of fruit for you to eat; but for all the wild animals and for all the birds I have provided grass and 
leafy plants for food”—and it was done. God looked at everything He had made, and he was very 
pleased. Evening passed and morning came—that was the sixth day. 
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And so the whole universe was completed. By the seventh day God finished what He had been doing 
and stopped working. He blessed the seventh day and set it apart as a special day, because by that day 
He had completed his creation and stopped working.  And that is how the universe was created. 
 
 
The Garden of Eden 
 
When the LORD God made the universe, there were no plants on the earth and no seeds had sprouted, 
because He had not sent any rain, and there was no one to cultivate the land; but water would come up 
from beneath the surface and water the ground. 
 
Then the LORD God took some soil from the ground and formed a man out of it; He breathed life-giving 
breath into his nostrils and the man began to live. 
 
Then the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the East, and there He put the man He had formed. He 
made all kinds of beautiful trees grow there and produce good fruit. In the middle of the garden stood 
the tree that gives life and the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad. 
 
A stream flowed in Eden and watered the garden; beyond Eden it divided into four rivers. The first river 
is the Pishon; it flows around the country of Havilah. (Pure gold is found there and also rare perfume 
and precious stones.) The second river is the Gihon; it flows around the country of Cush. The third river 
is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria, and the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
 
Then the LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it. He told him, “You 
may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and 
what is bad. You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day.” 
 
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to live alone. I will make a suitable companion to 
help him.” So he took some soil from the ground and formed all the animals and all the birds. Then He 
brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and that is how they all got their names. So 
the man named all the birds and all the animals; but not one of them was a suitable companion to help 
him. 
 
Then the LORD God made the man fall into a deep sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took out one of 
the man’s ribs and closed up the flesh. He formed a woman out of the rib and brought her to him. Then 
the man said,  
 
 “At last, here is one of my own kind—  
 Bone taken from my bone, and flesh from my flesh. 
 ‘Woman’ is her name because she was taken out of man.” 
 
That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united with his wife, and they become one. 
 
The man and the woman were both naked, but they were not embarrassed. 
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Human Disobedience 
 
Now the snake was the most cunning animal that the LORD God had made. The snake asked the woman, 
“Did God really tell you not to eat fruit from any tree in the garden?” 
 
“We may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden,” the woman answered, “except the tree in the middle 
of it. God told us not to eat the fruit of that tree or even touch it; if we do, we will die.” 
 
The snake replied, “That’s not true; you will not die. God said that because He knows that when you eat 
it, you will be like God and know what is good and what is bad.” 
 
The woman saw how beautiful the tree was and how good its fruit would be to eat, and she thought 
how wonderful it would be to become wise. So she took some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave 
some to her husband, and he also ate it. As soon as they had eaten it, they were given understanding 
and realized that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and covered  themselves. 
 
That evening they heard the LORD God walking in the garden, and they hid from Him among the trees. 
But the LORD God called out to the man, “Where are you?” 
 
He answered, “I heard You in the garden; I was afraid and hid from You, because I was naked.” 
 
“Who told you that you were naked?” God asked. “Did you eat the fruit that I told you not to eat?” 
 
The man answered, “The woman you put here with me gave me the fruit, and I ate it.” 
 
The LORD God asked the woman, “Why did you do this?” 
 
She replied, “The snake tricked me into eating it.” 
 
 
God Pronounces Judgment 
 
Then the LORD God said to the snake, “You will be punished for this; you alone of all the animals must 
bear this curse: From now on you will crawl on your belly, and you will have to eat dust as long as you 
live. I will make you and the woman hate each other; her offspring and yours will always be enemies. 
Her offspring will crush your head, and you will bite her offspring’s heel.” 
 
And He said to the woman, “I will increase your trouble in pregnancy and your pain in giving birth. In 
spite of this, you will still have desire for your husband, yet you will be subject to him.” 
 
And He said to the man, “You listened to your wife and ate the fruit which I told you not to eat. Because 
of what you have done, the ground will be under a curse. You will have to work hard all your life to make 
it produce enough food for you. It will produce weeds and thorns, and you will have to eat wild plants. 
You will have to work hard and sweat to make the soil produce anything, until you go back to the soil 
from which you were formed. You were made from soil, and you will become soil again.” 
 
Adam named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all human beings. And the LORD God made 
clothes out of animal skins for Adam and his wife, and he clothed them. 



6 
 

 
Adam and Eve Are Sent Out of the Garden 
 
Then the LORD God said, “Now these human beings have become like one of us and have knowledge of 
what is good and what is bad. They must not be allowed to take fruit from the tree that gives life, eat it, 
and live forever.”  
 
So the LORD God sent them out of the Garden of Eden and made them cultivate the soil from which 
they had been formed. Then at the east side of the garden He put living creatures and a flaming sword 
which turned in all directions. This was to keep anyone from coming near the tree that gives life. 
 
 

Sexagesima Sunday: Genesis 6-9 
 
Human Wickedness 
 
When people had spread all over the world, and daughters were being born, some of the heavenly 
beings saw that these young women were beautiful, so they took the ones they liked. Then the LORD 
said, “I will not allow people to live forever; they are mortal. From now on they will live no longer than 
120 years.” In those days, and even later, there were giants on the earth who were descendants of 
human women and the heavenly beings. They were the great heroes and famous men of long ago. 
 
When the LORD saw how wicked everyone on earth was and how evil their thoughts were all the time, 
He was sorry that he had ever made them and put them on the earth. He was so filled with regret that 
He said, “I will wipe out these people I have created, and also the animals and the birds, because I am 
sorry that I made any of them.”  
 
But the LORD was pleased with Noah.  
 
 
Noah 
 
This is the story of Noah. He had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Noah had no faults and was the 
only good man of his time. He lived in fellowship with God, but everyone else was evil in God’s sight, and 
violence had spread everywhere. God looked at the world and saw that it was evil, for the people were 
all living evil lives. 
 
God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all people. I will destroy them completely, because 
the world is full of their violent deeds. Build a boat for yourself out of good timber; make rooms in it and 
cover it with tar inside and out. Make it 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. Make a roof for 
the boat and leave a space of 18 inches between the roof and the sides. Build it with three decks and 
put a door in the side. I am going to send a flood on the earth to destroy every living being. Everything 
on the earth will die, but I will make a covenant with you. Go into the boat with your wife, your sons, 
and their wives. Take into the boat with you a male and a female of every kind of animal and of every 
kind of bird, in order to keep them alive. Take along all kinds of food for you and for them.”  
 
Noah did everything that God commanded. 
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The Flood 
 
The LORD said to Noah, “Go into the boat with your whole family; I have found that you are the only one 
in all the world who does what is right. Take with you seven pairs of each kind of ritually clean animal, 
but only one pair of each kind of unclean animal. Take also seven pairs of each kind of bird. Do this so 
that every kind of animal and bird will be kept alive to reproduce again on the earth. Seven days from 
now I am going to send rain that will fall for forty days and nights, in order to destroy all the living beings 
that I have made.”  
 
And Noah did everything that the LORD commanded. 
 
Noah was six hundred years old when the flood came on the earth. He and his wife, and his sons and 
their wives, went into the boat to escape the flood. A male and a female of every kind of animal and 
bird, whether ritually clean or unclean, went into the boat with Noah, as God had commanded. Seven 
days later the flood came. 
 
When Noah was six hundred years old, on the seventeenth day of the second month all the outlets of 
the vast body of water beneath the earth burst open, all the floodgates of the sky were opened, and rain 
fell on the earth for forty days and nights. 
 
On that same day Noah and his wife went into the boat with their three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, 
and their wives. With them went every kind of animal, domestic and wild, large and small, and every 
kind of bird. A male and a female of each kind of living being went into the boat with Noah, as God had 
commanded. Then the LORD shut the door behind Noah. 
 
The flood continued for forty days, and the water became deep enough for the boat to float. The water 
became deeper, and the boat drifted on the surface. It became so deep that it covered the highest 
mountains; it went on rising until it was about twenty-five feet above the tops of the mountains. Every 
living being on the earth died—every bird, every animal, and every person. Everything on earth that 
breathed died. The LORD destroyed all living beings on the earth—human beings, animals, and birds. 
The only ones left were Noah and those who were with him in the boat. The water did not start going 
down for a hundred and fifty days. 
 
 
The End of the Flood 
 
God had not forgotten Noah and all the animals with him in the boat; he caused a wind to blow, and the 
water started going down. The outlets of the water beneath the earth and the floodgates of the sky 
were closed. The rain stopped, and the water gradually went down for 150 days. On the seventeenth 
day of the seventh month the boat came to rest on a mountain in the Ararat range. The water kept 
going down, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains appeared. 
 
After forty days Noah opened a window and sent out a raven. It did not come back, but kept flying 
around until the water was completely gone. 
 
Meanwhile, Noah sent out a dove to see if the water had gone down, but since the water still covered all 
the land, the dove did not find a place to light. It flew back to the boat, and Noah reached out and took 
it in. 



8 
 

 
He waited another seven days and sent out the dove again. It returned to him in the evening with a 
fresh olive leaf in its beak. So Noah knew that the water had gone down. Then he waited another seven 
days and sent out the dove once more; this time it did 
not come back. 
 
When Noah was 601 years old, on the first day of the first month, the water was gone. Noah removed 
the covering of the boat, looked around, and saw that the ground was getting dry. By the twenty-
seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry. 
 
God said to Noah, “Go out of the boat with your wife, your sons, and their wives. Take all the birds and 
animals out with you, so that they may reproduce and spread over all the earth.”  
 
So Noah went out of the boat with his wife, his sons, and their wives. All the animals and birds went out 
of the boat in groups of their own kind. 
 
 
Noah Offers a Sacrifice 
 
Noah built an altar to the LORD; he took one of each kind of ritually clean animal and bird, and burned 
them whole as a sacrifice on the altar. The odor of the sacrifice pleased the LORD, and He said to 
himself, “Never again will I put the earth under a curse because of what people do; I know that from the 
time they are young their thoughts are evil. Never again will I destroy all living beings, as I have done this 
time. As long as the world exists, there will be a time for planting and a time for harvest. There will 
always be cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night.” 
 
 
God’s Covenant with Noah 
 
God blessed Noah and his sons and said, “Have many children, so that your descendants will live all over 
the earth. All the animals, birds, and fish will live in fear of you. They are all placed under your power. 
Now you can eat them, as well as green plants; I give them all to you for food. The one thing you must 
not eat is meat with blood still in it; I forbid this because the life is in the blood. If anyone takes human 
life, he will be punished. I will punish with death any animal that takes a human life. Human beings were 
made like God, so whoever murders one of them will be killed by someone else. 
 
“You must have many children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth.” God said to Noah 
and his sons, “I am now making my covenant with you and with your descendants, and with all living 
beings—all birds and all animals—everything that came out of the boat with you. With these words I 
make my cov enant with you: I promise that never again will all living beings be destroyed by a flood; 
never again will a flood destroy the earth. As a sign of this everlasting cov enant which I am making with 
you and with all living beings, I am putting my bow in the clouds. It will be the sign of my covenant with 
the world. Whenever I cover the sky with clouds and the rainbow appears, I will remember my promise 
to you and to all the animals that a flood will never again destroy all living beings. When the rainbow 
appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting cov enant between me and all living 
beings on earth. That is the sign of the promise which I am making to all living beings.” 
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Quinquagesima Sunday: Genesis 12:1-9; 14:18-20; 15-18; 21:1-21; 22 
 
God’s Call to Abram 
 
The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s home, and go to a land 
that I am going to show you. I will give you many descendants, and they will become a great nation. I will 
bless you and make your name famous, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
but I will curse those who curse you. And through you I will bless all the nations.” 
 
When Abram was seventy-five years old, he started out from Haran, as the LORD had told him to do; 
and Lot went with him. Abram took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and all the wealth and all the slaves 
they had acquired in Haran, and they started out for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan, 
Abram traveled through the land until he came to the sacred tree of Moreh, the holy place at Shechem. 
(At that time the Canaanites were still living in the land.)  
 
The LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “This is the country that I am going to give to your 
descendants.” Then Abram built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. After that, he 
moved on south to the hill country east of the city of Bethel and set up his camp between Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. There also he built an altar and worshiped the LORD. Then he moved on from 
place to place, going toward the southern part of Canaan. 
 
 
Melchizedek Blesses Abram 
 
And Melchizedek, who was king of Salem and also a priest of the Most High God, brought bread and 
wine to Abram, blessed him, and said, “May the Most High God, who made heaven and earth, bless 
Abram”  
 
 
God’s Covenant with Abram 
 
After this, Abram had a vision and heard the LORD say to him, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I will shield you 
from danger and give you a great reward.” 
 
But Abram answered, “Sovereign LORD, what good will your rewarddo me, since I have no children? My 
only heir is Eliezer of Damascus. You have given me no children, and one of my slaves will inherit my 
property.” 
 
Then he heard the LORD speaking to him again: “This slave Eliezer will not inherit your property; your 
own son will be your heir.” 
 
The LORD took him outside and said, “Look at the sky and try to count the stars; you will have as many 
descendants as that.” 
 
Abram put his trust in the LORD, and because of this the LORD was pleased with him and accepted him. 
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Then the LORD said to him, “I am the LORD, who led you out of Ur in Babylonia, to give you this land as 
your own.” 
 
But Abram asked, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that it will be mine?” 
 
He answered, “Bring me a cow, a goat, and a ram, each of them three years old, and a dove and a 
pigeon.” 
 
Abram brought the animals to God, cut them in half, and placed the halves opposite each other in two 
rows; but he did not cut up the birds. Vultures came down on the bodies, but Abram drove them off. 
 
When the sun was going down, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and fear and terror came over him. The 
LORD said to him, “Your descendants will be strangers in a foreign land; they will be slaves there and will 
be treated cruelly for four hundred years. But I will punish the nation that enslaves them, and when they 
leave that foreign land, they will take great wealth with them. You yourself will live to a ripe old age, die 
in peace, and be buried. It will be four generations before your descendants come back here, because 
I will not drive out the Amorites until they become so wicked that they must be punished.” 
 
When the sun had set and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch suddenly appeared and 
passed between the pieces of the animals. Then and there the LORD made a covenant with Abram. He 
said, “I promise to give your descendants all this land from the border of Egypt to the Euphrates River, 
including the lands of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” 
 
 
Hagar and Ishmael 
 
Abram’s wife Sarai had not borne him any children. But she had an Egyptian slave woman named Hagar, 
and so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having children. Why don’t you sleep with my 
slave? Perhaps she can have a child for me.” Abram agreed with what Sarai said. So she gave Hagar to 
him to be his concubine. (This happened after Abram had lived in Canaan for ten years.) Abram slept 
with Hagar, and she became pregnant. When she found out that she was pregnant, she became proud 
and despised Sarai. 
 
Then Sarai said to Abram, “It’s your fault that Hagar despises me. I myself gave her to you, and ever 
since she found out that she was pregnant, she has despised me. May the LORD judge which of us is 
right, you or me!” 
 
Abram answered, “Very well, she is your slave and under your control; do whatever you want with her.”  
 
Then Sarai treated Hagar so cruelly that she ran away. 
 
The angel of the LORD met Hagar at a spring in the desert on the road to Shur and said, “Hagar, slave of 
Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” 
 
She answered, “I am running away from my mistress.” 
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He said, “Go back to her and be her slave.” Then he said, “I will give you so many descendants that no 
one will be able to count them. You are going to have a son, and you will name him Ishmael, because 
the LORD has heard your cry of distress. But your son will live like a wild donkey; he will be against 
everyone, and everyone will be against him. He will live apart from all his relatives.” 
 
Hagar asked herself, “Have I really seen God and lived to tell about it?” So she called the LORD, who had 
spoken to her, “A God Who Sees.” That is why people call the well between Kadesh and Bered “The Well 
of the Living One Who Sees Me.” 
 
Hagar bore Abram a son, and he named him Ishmael. Abram was eighty-six years old at the time. 
 
 
Circumcision, the Sign of the Covenant 
 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am the Almighty God. 
Obey me and always do what is right. I will make my covenant with you and give you many 
descendants.”  
 
Abram bowed down with his face touching the ground, and God said, “I make this covenant with you: I 
promise that you will be the ancestor of many nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but 
Abraham, because I am making you the ancestor of many nations. I will give you many descendants, and 
some of them will be kings. You will have so many descendants that they will become nations. I will keep 
my promise to you and to your descendants in future generations as an everlasting covenant. I will be 
your God and the God of your descendants. I will give to you and to your descendants this land in which 
you are now a foreigner. The whole land of Canaan will belong to your descendants forever, and I will be 
their God.” 
 
God said to Abraham, “You also must agree to keep the covenant with me, both you and your 
descendants in future generations. You and your descendants must all agree to circumcise every male 
among you. From now on you must circumcise every baby boy when he is eight days old, including 
slaves born in your homes and slaves bought from foreigners. This will show that there is a covenant 
between you and me. Each one must be circumcised, and this will be a physical sign to show that my 
covenant with you is everlasting. Any male who has not been circumcised will no longer be considered 
one of my people, because he has not kept the covenant with me.” 
 
God said to Abraham, “You must no longer call your wife Sarai; from now on her name is Sarah. I will 
bless her, and I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she will become the mother of nations, 
and there will be kings among her descendants.” 
 
Abraham bowed down with his face touching the ground, but he began to laugh when he thought, “Can 
a man have a child when he is a hundred years old? Can Sarah have a child at ninety?” He asked God, 
“Why not let Ishmael be my heir?” 
 
But God said, “No. Your wife Sarah will bear you a son and you will name him Isaac. I will keep my 
covenant with him and with his descendants forever. It is an everlasting covenant. I have heard your 
request about Ishmael, so I will bless him and give him many children and many descendants. He will be 
the father of twelve princes, and I will make a great nation of his descendants. But I will 
keep my covenant with your son Isaac, who will be born to Sarah about this time next year.”  
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When God finished speaking to Abraham, he left him. 
 
On that same day Abraham obeyed God and circumcised his son Ishmael and all the other males in his 
household, including the slaves born in his home and those he had bought. 
 
Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, and his son Ishmael was thirteen. They 
were both circumcised on the same day, together with all of Abraham’s slaves. 
 
 
A Son Is Promised to Abraham 
 
The LORD appeared to Abraham at the sacred trees of Mamre. As Abraham was sitting at the entrance 
of his tent during the hottest part of the day, he looked up and saw three men standing there. As soon 
as he saw them, he ran out to meet them. Bowing down with his face touching the ground, he said, 
“Sirs, please do not pass by my home without stopping; I am here to serve you. Let me bring some water 
for you to wash your feet; you can rest here beneath this tree. I will also bring a bit of food; it will give 
you strength to continue your journey. You have honored me by coming to my home, so let me serve 
you.” 
 
They replied, “Thank you; we accept.” 
 
Abraham hurried into the tent and said to Sarah, “Quick, take a sack of your best flour, and bake some 
bread.” 
 
Then he ran to the herd and picked out a calf that was tender and fat, and gave it to a servant, who 
hurried to get it ready. He took some cream, some milk, and the meat, and set the food before the men. 
There under the tree he served them himself, and they ate. 
 
Then they asked him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” 
 
“She is there in the tent,” he answered. 
 
One of them said, “Nine months from now I will come back, and your wife Sarah will have a son.” 
 
Sarah was behind him, at the door of the tent, listening. Abraham and Sarah were very old, and Sarah 
had stopped having her monthly periods. So Sarah laughed to herself and said, “Now that I am old and 
worn out, can I still have pleasure? And besides, my husband is old too.” 
 
Then the LORD asked Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Can I really have a child when I am so 
old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? As I said, nine months from now I will return, and Sarah will 
have a son.” 
 
Because Sarah was afraid, she denied it. “I didn’t laugh,” she said. 
 
“Yes, you did,” he replied. “You laughed.” 
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The Birth of Isaac 
 
The LORD blessed Sarah, as he had promised, and she became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham 
when he was old. The boy was born at the time God had said he would be born. Abraham named him 
Isaac, and when Isaac was eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God had commanded. Abraham 
was a hundred years old when Isaac was born.  
 
Sarah said, “God has brought me joy and laughter. Everyone who hears about it will laugh with me.” 
Then she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne 
him a son in his old age.” 
 
The child grew, and on the day that he was weaned, Abraham gave a great feast. 
 
 
Hagar and Ishmael Are Sent Away 
 
One day Ishmael, whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham, was playing with Sarah’s son Isaac. 
10 Sarah saw them and said to Abraham, “Send this slave and her son away. The son of this woman 
must not get any part of your wealth, which my son Isaac should inherit.”  
 
This troubled Abraham very much, because Ishmael also was his son. But God said to Abraham, “Don’t 
be worried about the boy and your slave Hagar. Do whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac 
that you will have the descendants I have promised. I will also give many children to the son of the slave 
woman, so that they will become a nation. He too is your son.” 
 
Early the next morning Abraham gave Hagar some food and a leather bag full of water. He put the child 
on her back and sent her away. She left and wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba. When the 
water was all gone, she left the child under a bush and sat down about a hundred yards away. She said 
to herself, “I can’t bear to see my child die.” While she was sitting there, she began to cry. 
 
God heard the boy crying, and from heaven the angel of God spoke to Hagar, “What are you troubled 
about, Hagar? Don’t be afraid. God has heard the boy crying. Get up, go and pick him up, and comfort 
him. I will make a great nation out of his descendants.”  
 
Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well. She went and filled the leather bag with water and gave 
some to the boy. God was with the boy as he grew up; he lived in the wilderness of Paran and became a 
skillful hunter. His mother got an Egyptian wife for him. 
 
 
God Commands Abraham to Offer Isaac 
 
Some time later God tested Abraham; he called to him, “Abraham!” And Abraham answered, “Yes, here 
I am!” 
 
“Take your son,” God said, “your only son, Isaac, whom you love so much, and go to the land of Moriah. 
There on a mountain that I will show you, offer him as a sacrifice to me.” 
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Early the next morning Abraham cut some wood for the sacrifice, loaded his donkey, and took Isaac and 
two servants with him. They started out for the place that God had told him about. On the third day 
Abraham saw the place in the distance. Then he said to the servants, “Stay here with the donkey. The 
boy and I will go over there and worship, and then we will come back to you.” 
 
Abraham made Isaac carry the wood for the sacrifice, and he himself carried a knife and live coals for 
starting the fire.  
 
As they walked along together, Isaac spoke up, “Father!”  
 
He answered, “Yes, my son?” 
 
Isaac asked, “I see that you have the coals and the wood, but where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” 
 
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide one.”  
 
And the two of them walked on together. When they came to the place which God had told him about, 
Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood on it. He tied up his son and placed him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. Then he picked up the knife to kill him.  
 
But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham!” 
 
He answered, “Yes, here I am.” 
 
“Don’t hurt the boy or do anything to him,” he said. “Now I know that you honor and obey God, because 
you have not kept back your only son from him.” 
 
Abraham looked around and saw a ram caught in a bush by its horns. He went and got it and offered it 
as a burnt offering instead of his son.  
 
Abraham named that place “The LORD Provides.” And even today people say, “On the LORD’s mountain 
he provides.” 
 
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time, “I make a vow by my own name—
the LORD is speaking—that I will richly bless you. Because you did this and did not keep back your only 
son from me, I promise that I will give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky or grains of 
sand along the seashore. Your descendants will conquer their enemies. All the nations will ask me to 
bless them as I have blessed your descendants—all because you obeyed my command.” 
 
Abraham went back to his servants, and they went together to Beersheba, where Abraham settled. 
 


